
Pauline Letters

Rome: a hoped-for visit under
restraint
How did Rome connect Paul’s hopes, letter, and imprisonment?

Paul wrote to Roman Christians before visiting them and hoped to continue westward.

Acts finally brings him to Rome as a prisoner. Its ending describes proclamation under

restraint but reports neither the trial verdict nor Paul’s death.

A letter before the arrival

Romans addresses believers whose faith Paul knows by report. He seeks mutual encouragement and

support for further mission, while explaining the gospel’s implications for Jews and Gentiles. The

greetings reveal a network already larger than his own visits. Paul did not found every church associated

with his letters, and Roman Christianity should not be imagined as beginning only when he arrives.

Biblical references: Romans 1:8-15 · Romans 15:14-33 · Romans 16:1-16

Sources: letters

A prisoner who keeps receiving people

Acts describes believers meeting Paul on the approach to Rome, then his guarded residence,

conversations, and continued teaching. Custody constrains him without ending his witness. The narrative’s

two-year ending is not a report of acquittal. It supplies no courtroom scene after that point and no

martyrdom account; readers should not confuse an open narrative ending with proof of a specific later

itinerary.

Biblical references: Acts 28:11-31

Sources: acts

Tradition and reconstruction after Acts

Rome is the traditional setting for several prison letters, but particular locations remain debated. Later

accounts associate Paul’s martyrdom with Rome; the project labels that evidence separately from Acts.

His hope of traveling to Spain is explicit in Romans, while fulfillment is not narrated there. Keeping these



distinctions strengthens trust and lets readers consider the letters’ testimony to Christ without a falsely

complete biography.

Biblical references: Romans 15:24-28 · Philippians 1:12-26 · 2 Timothy 4:6-18

Sources: letters, chronology, brown

Sources

[letters] Romans through Philemon; passage references are supplied in each section. https://ebible.org/web/

[acts] Acts 7–28; passage references are supplied in each section. https://ebible.org/web/ACT.htm

[chronology] Pauline Letters chronology: Acts, the letters, dated external anchors, and explicitly qualified

reconstructions. https://paulineletters.com/explore/timeline

[brown] Raymond E. Brown, An Introduction to the New Testament (Doubleday, 1997), chapters 20–21, “From

Where and When?”, and chapter 31, “II Timothy and Possibilities about the Pastorals”.
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