
Pauline Letters

Malta: hospitality after shipwreck
What happens on Malta in Acts, and what remains uncertain?

Acts identifies Malta as the island reached after the shipwreck and describes hospitality,

healing, and a winter stay before sailing toward Rome. The account names the island but

does not securely identify the exact beach or every modern site associated with the story.

Survivors received with kindness

The shipwreck narrative ends with everyone reaching land; the next chapter names Malta and describes a

fire prepared for the cold and wet survivors. Local hospitality is central to the scene. The islanders’

changing interpretation of Paul after the snake incident should not be treated as a scientific identification

of a species or a general judgment about the population’s intelligence.

Biblical references: Acts 27:39-44 · Acts 28:1-6

Sources: acts

Publius and care for the sick

Acts introduces Publius as the leading man of the island and recounts his welcome, his father’s illness,

and Paul’s prayer and healing. Others also come for healing. The narrative expresses Christian belief in

God’s action through Paul; a guide should report that claim clearly without pretending an archaeological

find independently verifies the miracle or diagnosing the illness beyond the text.

Biblical references: Acts 28:7-10

Sources: acts

Continue the route honestly

After three months the travelers depart on an Alexandrian ship that had wintered there, continuing

through named stops toward Italy. Modern route diagrams should distinguish those named places from

reconstructed sailing lines and uncertain landing sites. Malta contributes an important lesson in receiving

kindness across cultural boundaries: the imprisoned apostle and his companions need others’ care, and

mission includes gratitude for hospitality rather than only giving instruction.



Biblical references: Acts 28:11-16

Sources: acts, chronology

Sources

[acts] Acts 7–28; passage references are supplied in each section. https://ebible.org/web/ACT.htm

[chronology] Pauline Letters chronology: Acts, the letters, dated external anchors, and explicitly qualified

reconstructions. https://paulineletters.com/explore/timeline
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