Pauline Letters

The law and the inclusion of
Gentiles

Did Gentile believers need to become Jewish to belong to Christ?

Paul opposed requiring Gentiles to receive circumcision as a condition of belonging to
God'’s people. He grounded their inclusion in Christ and the Spirit while continuing to

teach holiness, love, and respect for Israel’'s Scriptures.

The question behind Galatians

The dispute in Galatians concerns the basis on which Gentile believers belong to Abraham’s family.
Paul appeals to their reception of the Spirit and to the promise to Abraham. Gentiles are non-Jewish
peoples, not a name for inherently inferior outsiders. Paul argues that Christ brings the promised
blessing to them through faith, rather than requiring circumcision as the missing qualification for full

membership.

Biblical references: Galatians 3:1-14 - Galatians 5:1-6
Sources: gal-3, gal-5

The law is not a villain

Paul’s criticism of seeking justification through works of the law is not permission to portray Judaism
as a religion without grace. In Romans 7 he describes the law as holy while explaining sin’s misuse of
the commandment. Galatians asks what role the law served in relation to promise and Christ. The
historical and theological questions need attention to particular passages, rather than a contrast

between a bad Jewish God and a good Christian one.

Biblical references: Romans 7:7-13 - Galatians 3:15-25

Sources: rom-7, gal-3

Belonging becomes visible at the table

Galatians 2 recounts Paul's opposition to Peter’s withdrawal from eating with Gentiles at Antioch. The
conflict concerns the social consequences of the gospel, not only a private theological formula. Acts
15 also addresses Gentile inclusion, although the precise relationship between its council and Paul’s
visits in Galatians is debated. Keep the accounts’ distinctive emphases and avoid presenting a disputed

chronological alignment as explicit in either text.



Biblical references: Galatians 2:11-21 - Acts 15:1-29
Sources: gal-2, act-15

Freedom serves the neighbor

Paul refuses the inference that freedom from the law as a route to justification permits selfishness.
Galatians 5 joins freedom to loving service, and Galatians 6 calls believers to carry one another’s
burdens. Christians differ over the continuing application of particular Old Testament commands. The
immediate starting point is clear: Gentile inclusion through Christ creates a community shaped by the

Spirit and practical love.
Biblical references: Galatians 5:13-26 - Galatians 6:1-10

Sources: gal-5, gal-6
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