Pauline Letters

The church and spiritual gifts

Why does Paul compare the church to a body?

Paul uses the body to show how people with different gifts belong to one another in
Christ. Gifts exist for the community’s good, and love determines whether their use

serves the Lord whom the church confesses.

Every member belongs

In 1 Corinthians 12, the body cannot function if every member claims the same role, and visible
members cannot dismiss quieter ones. Paul directly challenges both inferiority and superiority. The
Spirit joins people across ethnic and social divisions. This makes church life more than attending a
religious performance: members owe attention, honor, and practical care to people whose needs and

abilities differ from their own.

Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

Sources: 1co-12

Gifts are entrusted for service

Paul’s lists include speaking, teaching, helping, leadership, and other manifestations of the Spirit. Their
variety discourages a single ladder on which everyone competes for the most impressive ability. The
relevant question is how a gift benefits others. Romans 12 links the exercise of gifts with humility and
faithful participation. A position of responsibility never exempts its holder from moral accountability or

the need to receive help.

Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 - 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 - Romans 12:3-8

Sources: 1co-12, rom-12

Love governs public worship

First Corinthians 13 stands between chapters about spiritual gifts. Its description of love therefore
addresses the life of a divided congregation, not only wedding ceremonies. Chapter 14 then
emphasizes intelligibility and building up the church. In practice, a speaker’s enthusiasm is insufficient
if listeners cannot understand. Clear explanations, interpretation where needed, orderly participation,

and attention to visitors belong within spiritually serious worship.

Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - 1 Corinthians 14:1-25
Sources: 1co-13, 1co-14



Respect differences without abandoning discernment

Continuationist Christians expect gifts such as prophecy and tongues to continue; cessationist
Christians understand some gifts as especially associated with the apostolic foundation. Neither label
alone establishes the quality of a church’s love or faithfulness. Readers should examine the arguments
and distinguish extraordinary claims from verified events. Paul's demand for testing, order, and mutual

benefit prevents spiritual language from becoming a shield against reasonable questions.
Biblical references: 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 - 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

Sources: 1co-14, 1th-5, ag-prophecy, gty-doctrine
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